God’s protection of the disadvantaged (Exodus 22:21-27; reading: Deuteronomy 10)

These verses deal with actions towards three grdogpsgners, widows and orphans, and poor
Israelites. Being “foreign” is something which mhosthis congregation are familiar with. God is
particularly interested in protecting these thremugs against oppression. It reveals how we aneitaic
His character and follow His will.

I. God’s protection of the “alien” (22:21)

1. The “alien” was a non-Israelite foreigner who ltadhe to live among the Israelites, who had
turned from pagan worship but did not have theileges of an Israelite.

2. Because of his disadvantages the “alien” was rilagly to be wronged and oppressed.

3. lIsraelites should have known better, becausettadypeen foreigners in Egypt, first benefitting,
then oppressed and finally redeemed out of bondgaggod. Cf. Exodus 23:9; Leviticus 19:33-34;
Exodus 6:7; Deuteronomy 10:18-19.

[l. God’s protection of widows and orphans (22:22—24)

1. Widows and orphans, i.e., the fatherless, we@ddantaged through the loss of their provider and
protector.

2. The nation was responsible to see that no indalitbok advantage of widow or orphan. (The
change between plural and singular “you” pointthecorporate responsibility. Cf. Luke 18:2ff
for the parable of the unjust judge.)

3. If the nation failed to protect the widow andloap from injustice, God Himself would discipline
the nation in His anger.

It is acceptable to go to the proper human auileerwith complaints of injustice. For a proper
response within the church to widows, see 1 TimétByl6; James 1:27.

It is advisable and should not be neglected taatyto God. God hears the cry of the oppressed. A
person who cries out to God express reliance ugmh Ghis is pleasing to God, who wants us to trust
Him.

[ll. God’s protection of poor Israelites (22:25-27)

1. The “poor” were also particularly disadvantagedduse they were shunned by neighbor and
family, and were particularly susceptible to injastin a corrupt societyCf. Proverbs 14:20; 19:4,
7;13:23; 18:23.

2. The “poor”, who here are especially Israelitesrawnot to be charged interest on money loaned to
them nor further burdened by withholding a coatgiin pledge.

a. Charging interest in itself was not consideredngr But those who had money to lend, were
not to take advantage of the poor by charging ésteaind making it even more difficult for the
poor.

b. Pledges were usually given to guarantee that whatborrowed would be returned. But the
coat of the very poor, who only had the coat tegivpledge and which he needed for his well-
being, should not be kept from him after sunset.

3. God hears the cry of His poor and will judge thedho oppress them. A person’s attitude toward
the poor shows that person’s character and attimdard God.Cf. Proverbs 22:16; 21:13; 29:7;
14:31.

God is holy and just, compassionate and graciobshamoves Him to judge the ungodly and
respond graciously to those who humbly turn to Hisis character is a model for the believer.

Related principles in the NT help believers unaerdtthe good works toward which they were created
in Christ Jesus.

(1) There are priorities based upon being parhefieople of God. As Israelites showed special
concern for God’s people, believers today givergsido those who belong to the family of believers
(Galatians 6:10).

(2) Responsibility is based upon opportunity, notid-wide need.

(3) The best help may not be direct material gifisg, widows may be best helped by encouraging
families first to do so. The idle are best encgachto work and not be given handouts (2 Thessatsni
3:10)

(4) Consider what might disadvantage those in ellmWship. Are there ways to demonstrate
compassion and graciousness that would reflect Gommthpassion and graciousness to us.
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