The call of Moses (Exodus 3-4)

God, who remembered His covenant with Israel, responded to their suffering. These 2 chapters reveal truths
about God’s person, His plan, and the human instrument which He will use to fulfil His covenant promises to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

I.  God’s revelation of Himself (3:1-10)

1. He is a holy God. The holiness of God was expressed in the warning to Moses and symbolized by the fire. It
becomes a theme in Exodus.

2. He is the near God of the covenant. Though separated (holy), God is not distant. He revealed himself to the
patriarchs and chose to be present with His people.

3. He is a compassionate God. God is not unmoved by the suffering of His people, but does have good
purposes in it.

4. He is faithful. He will keep all His promises including rescuing Israel and bringing them into the land which
He promised the patriarchs.

Il. Moses’ questions & objections to God — a further revelation about God (3:11-4:17)

1. “Who am 1?” (3:11-12)

For whatever reasons Moses was radically different from his 40 year old self, as he now questions how
he could be the one to lead Israel out of Egypt. God does not answer by trying to build up Moses’ self-
confidence, but by promising to be with him. God was all that Moses needed.

2. “What is your name?”” (3:13-3:22)

By asking God’s name Moses was asking about God’s character or person. By answering, “l am who |
am”, God was claiming to be self-existent, eternal, never changing, always present. Therefore, Moses is to
say that the “I AM” has sent him. The God who has always existed, who is unchanged by time, has sent
him.

“LORD?” is a regular convention in English to represent the 4 letter name given here, YHWH. Most
conservative scholars believe it represents “Yahweh”, which would mean, “He Is”, or “the One who is”.
Hence, His name was a reminder that He is the God who had been with the patriarchs, the Creator, the One
who would continue to be there for them. This sovereign timeless One now tells Moses what will happen in
Egypt.

3. “What if the people don’t believe me?”” (4:1-9)

Moses understandably doubted if the people would believe him. God was gracious towards Moses and
gave him three, literal, physical acts of God’s power, to convince the people that He had truly appeared to
him and authorized him to come. Some further symbolism may also have been intended. A cobra
represented divine authority assumed by the Pharaoh which the first signh showed was under God’s control.
Egyptians considered the Nile sacred, but turning its water to blood declared God’s power and authority
over it as well.

4. “I’m not eloquent.” (4:10-12)

Moses’ concern about a lack of eloquence probably expressed his doubts whether he could persuade
people to make positive, God-pleasing decisions. But God reminded Moses that He was the sovereign
Creator and Lord, even over speech, hearing and sight, and He would help Moses to speak and would teach
him what to say.

5. “Please send someone else.”” (4:13-17)

Moses finally reveals that his true problem was his reluctance to obey. At this God got angry at Moses.
He had demonstrated how He would mightily be with Moses, which did not seem to be enough for him.
Never-the-less God graciously provided help for Moses by assigning Aaron, Moses’ brother, to be the
spokesman for Moses. God would guide them both in what to say.

I1l. The response to God (4:18-31)

1. Obedient submission (4:18-23): Moses finally responded to God in obedience and requested permission
from his father-in-law to return to Egypt. Taking his wife, two sons and the symbol of his authority, i.e., “the
staff of God”, he started back to Egypt. Before all the miracles were finished, which God would do through
Moses, God would harden Pharaoh’s heart in righteous, divine judgment upon his sinfulness. (Cf. Exodus
3:19; 8:15; 9:12.) Itis a reminder that God may judge sin anytime, anywhere, anyhow He pleases. He keeps
His Word — both the blessings and the cursings.

2. Sinful omission (4:24-26): The puzzling report of Moses’ overnight stop on the way to Egypt leaves many
unanswered questions. However, it never-the-less appears that Moses’ failure to circumcise his son
challenged his fitness to function as a covenant mediator between God and the nation. Moses’ sin “of
omission” brought God’s judgment, which was only averted by Zipporah’s actions at the last moment.

3. Worship: After this close encounter with God, Moses continued on to Egypt without his family (cf. Exodus
18), and meets Aaron on the way. After Moses reported everything to him, Aaron reported it all to the
elders of Israel and performed the signs which God had given Moses. Then the people believed and
worshiped God.

God wants of us that we seek to know Him, to rely upon Him and obey Him, and to worship Him. He reveals
Himself through His Word and ultimately in Jesus Christ. God is patient with our questions and always sufficient
for our needs. But in the end He wants our submission and our worship. This is the logical and reasonable
response to who God is and what He has done for us in Christ.
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