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Noah and the Great Flood (Genesis 6:9–8:22)

These three chapters of Genesis, as with much of early Genesis, have many questions associated with them.
The historicity and universality of the flood as recorded in Genesis has been challenged or questioned by non-
Christian and Christian alike.  It is not my intent to answer the geological objections or the questions regarding the
mechanics of building the ark or the number of animals and how they were cared for, but rather to examine the
Biblical text and ultimately to focus on the purpose of this Biblical account.

I. Was Noah an historical person and the flood an historical event?
The account is written as narrative, making it sound like history. But there is in addition strong evidence in the

rest of Scripture that this is to be considered historical. Outside of Genesis the Bible treats this account as history.
1. Noah is listed in other genealogies, 1 Chronicles 1:4 and Luke 3:36, of which the latter establishes the

physical ancestry of Jesus as the descendant of Adam.
2. In Isaiah 54:9 God says that His promise to Israel is as certain as His covenant to mankind through Noah. If

the events of Genesis 6-9 are not historical, then it would seem like God is making a weak guarantee. 
3. Noah is an example of a righteous man along with Job and Daniel in Ezekiel 14:14, 20.
4. Jesus spoke of Noah and his days as if they were historically true and treated them as real as would be His

own return (Matthew 24:37-39).
5. Noah is listed in Hebrews 11:7 among the heros of faith.
6. The Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 3:20 writes of God’s patience while Noah built the ark.
7. In 2 Peter 2:5 the flood is used as an assurance of God’s judgment upon the false teachers.
8. In 2 Peter 3:3-7 Peter says that scoffers deliberately forget the flood, a charge which would be empty if the

Genesis account were not true history. 

II. Was the flood which is recorded a universal flood?
Some accept the flood as historical but local and not universal, but the Biblical evidence points to a universal
flood.
1. The passage repeatedly uses words like “all” and “every”.  E.g., in Genesis 9:15 God makes a covenant with

every living creature of all flesh – never again to destroy all flesh. The repetition points to a universal
destruction with a universal covenant following.

2. Noah and his family are presented as unique upon the whole earth – Noah as the only righteous and the rest
of created mankind as wicked (Gen 6:5-8) and as the father of all subsequent humanity upon earth
(Gen. 9:19; cf. 10:32).

3. The building of an ark to rescue Noah and his family argues for no other option of escape, i.e., moving to
another area.

4. The size of the ark and the rescue of the immense number of animals argues against a local flood. 
5. The depth of the flood (7+ m over the mountains) and its duration (12+ months) argue against a local flood

and in favor of a universal flood (Genesis 7:19; 7:11 with 8:13-14).
6. The mechanics of the flood as described in Genesis 7:11 argue for a large scale flood.
7. God’s promise not to repeat this same destruction becomes broken if the flood was merely local.
8. The sign of the subsequent covenant, the rainbow, was given universally and is seen universally. 
9. The purpose of the flood and the references elsewhere to world judgment in the flood argue for a universal

flood rather than a local one: 2 Peter 2:5 (he did not spare the ancient world);  Hebrews 11:7 (by faith Noah
condemned the world); Matthew 24:37-39 (Noah’s day and the return of Christ are compared, both having
universal judgment); 2 Peter 3:3-7 (the “world of that time” was destroyed, plus Peter argued against the
wrong idea that all things continue as they have been. A local flood would not be an argument against that).

III. What difference does it make, i.e., what are we to learn from this account?
1. God hates sin and God’s judgment of sin is certain.

a. These three chapters repeated refer to the sinfulness of mankind and God’s intent to judge it (6:5, 7, 11,
12, 13, 17; 7:4, 21-23; 8:21).

b. This is affirmed in the NT. Jesus paralleled judgment at His return with that of Noah’s day (Matthew
24:37-51; Luke 17:24-37). Hebrews 11:7 says that Noah condemned the world. Peter argues that the
judgment of false teachers is certain on the basis of God no sparing the ancient world of the flood
(2 Peter 2:3-9). Peter also uses the flood to support the future judgment of the ungodly in 2 Peter 3:7.

The flood points to God’s hatred for sin and assures us that judgment will come.
2. God provides salvation for those who by faith find favor with Him.

a. The text itself supports this by specific statement (6:8, 9, 22; 7:1, 5) and the entire account points to the
salvation of Noah and his family through the ark which God had commanded him to build.

b. This lesson is affirmed in the NT. Jesus (Matthew 24:37-51) alludes to Noah’s salvation in the ark and in
the context refers to the rewards of the faithful and wise servant. By faith Noah built the ark and became
an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith (Hebrews 11:7). God waits patiently for the salvation of
people as he did with Noah (1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 3:9).

Sin will be judged but there is salvation for those who by faith find favor with God. The lessons of the flood
find their fulfilment ultimately in Jesus Christ. Our sin must be judged as well. But God has provided a way to be
rescued. He made Jesus Christ to be sin for us. Jesus died on the cross in our place.  He paid the penalty of sin.


