
Thankworthy living: observable virtue (1 Thessalonians 1:3)
The apostle Paul gave thanks to God for the Thessalonians. He was motivated to do so, among other reasons,

because of observable virtue in their lives: their work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Faith, love, and hope are qualities which are highlighted in the NT (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:13) and
which we value, but which cannot of themselves be observed. However, if these qualities are present, they will
produce observable results and demonstrate their existence.

I. The work of faith
1. The faith to which Paul referred in this verse was the allegiance of the Thessalonian believers to the one

true God and to Jesus Christ as their Savior (1 Thess 1:9–10). Paul’s concern had been that the persecution
which they were experiencing (cf. Acts 17:10; 1 Thess 2:14) might cause them to fall away (cf. Mark
4:3–20; Luke 8:5–14). So he had sent Timothy who then returned with good news about their faith (1
Thess 3:2–7).

2. The work of faith which motivated Paul’s thanksgiving was probably the collective activity which revealed
their faith to be true. It included especially the continued allegiance to God the Father and Jesus Christ, as
well as the fruit produced in their lives, the works. (Works do not save. Salvation is only by grace through
faith. But true faith produces works. Ephesians 2:8–10; Romans 4:1–8.) Despite trials they had remained
true. (Cf. 1 Thess 2:13f.) The true believer is convinced that there is no other answer than Jesus Christ (cf.
John 6:66–69).

The work of faith in the lives of believers is a reason to give thanks to God for them. Look for that quality and
thank God when you see it.

II. The labor of love
1. Love is the determination to do what is best for another, though it may include emotions as well. The love

which Paul observed in the Thessalonians was probably the love which they had for one another
(cf. 4:9–10; 5:13; 2 Thess 1:3). This was an evidence as well of their love for God (1 John 4:19–21) and for
the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. John 5:23).

2. A labor of love is action for others that demands extreme, self-sacrificing effort, to the point of exhaustion.
The Thessalonians demonstrated real love, when they acted for the good of others, even when they
themselves underwent persecution and trials.

Their labor of love prompted Paul to give thanks for them. When you observe that in other believers, thank
God for it. 

III. The steadfastness of hope in the Lord Jesus Christ
1. Hope cannot be reduced to the uncertainty of modern thought. Biblically it is a firm confidence, secured to

Jesus Christ Himself (Hebrews 6:19–20a). His atoning death, affirming resurrection, and continued
intercession on behalf of believers makes certain His promises. The believer looks to the future and
Christ’s return with confident anticipation. It distinguishes the believer from the unbelieving world.
Persecution had not weakened the hope of the Thessalonian believers.

2. The endurance of hope is the patient bearing up under difficulties because of that sure confidence in the
promises of the Lord Jesus Christ. Persecutions, trials and temptations did not daunt the Thessalonians.
Their hope for eternity kept them going.

The endurance their hope inspired caused Paul to overflow with thanks to God. God’s work in them was real.
Give thanks to God when believers, because of their hope in the Lord Jesus, endure difficulties. Pray for their
needs, as we are instructed to do, but also thank God for their endurance.
It is important to develop a life-style of giving thanks to God. There are good reasons to give thanks to God for

other believers. One of those reasons is the evidence of those Christian virtues which God works in them: the work
of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope.

But it is at least equally important to have a life that is thankworthy. Grow in faith and let it been seen. Love
sacrificially. Fasten your hope securely in Jesus so that you endure patiently the difficulties of life. Not only give
thanks, but be the follower of Christ for whom others give thanks to God.

For further thought and discussion:
 • List practical examples for a believer’s work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope.
 • What are the evidences of your life ... of your work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope?
 • How can we develop further these Christian virtues in our lives?
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