
A life that grabs attention (1 Thessalonians 1:9b-10)
Various things can grab your attention for more or less obvious reasons. Whole-hearted followers of

Jesus grab people’s attention, like a light on a lamp stand, a city on a hill, or stars in the sky (Matthew
5:14–15; Philippians 2:15). The obvious reason is the difference which should exist between the world
and a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Thessalonian believers grabbed people’s attention so that their faith became a widespread talking
point. The obvious reason was their turning to God from idols. Whereas plurality was acceptable,
forsaking local gods was not. Paul briefly develops the more subtle reasons which made their conversion
attention grabbing. Two essential differences characterized the change in the lives of the Thessalonian
believers and explained more fully this conversion to God from idols: they were submitting to a different
master and they were clinging to a different hope. These differences point to essentials to communicate to
new believers and a good review for every believer.

I. The Thessalonians were submitting to a new master: a living and true God.
1. “To serve,” that is, as a slave, represents the relationship which every person has to whatever

master they must have.
Slavery implies bondage, owned by another, having a master. We cannot choose for or against

slavery, but only whom we serve. Cf. Romans 6:6, 16, 18; John 8:34, 36.
2. The new master to whom the Thessalonians submitted was a living and true God.

A living and true God was in contrast to the 25+ gods, heros and personifications of virtue
worshiped in Thessalonica. Idols were not living and neither the emperor nor the demonic powers
behind the idols were authentic, trustworthy gods.

3. An essential, basic teaching for every believer is the sole position which the God of the Bible
occupies as the only living and true God. Cf. Acts 17:24–29.
On the basis of Paul calling the inward sin of greed idolatry (Colossians 3:5), we may look for

other non-substantial forms of idolatry such as materialism and vanity. Turning from such things to
serve a living and true God will make you stand out. Peace and contentment with less, or a focus on
inward qualities rather than outward appearance, or seeking to please God rather than people are
qualities which will stand out and grab the attention of people.

II. The Thessalonians were clinging to a new hope: Jesus, the resurrected, exalted Son of God.
1. Waiting for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ characterized early believers.

Waiting indicates a future orientation (rather than mere existential living). Waiting implies
anticipation (that Jesus would truly come and make a difference). Waiting impacted their lives (as
part of turning to God from idols: putting off the old life and putting on the new, cf. Colossians
3:4–8).

2. Waiting for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ focuses on His person.
The primary focus in verse 10 is on the person of Jesus, also implying a much greater body of

truth than is explicitly mentioned here. The following about Jesus can be observed in this verse:
a. He is the Son of God (an expression of His deity and an implication of the Trinity).
b. He is the Son who will come from heaven (presupposing His ascension and implying His

exaltation).
c. He is the Son whom the Father raised from the dead (assuming his death and implying the

significance to the resurrection, cf. 4:14; Acts 17:3, 31).
d. He is the Son, called Jesus, the incarnate God-man.
e. He is the Son who is the Savior of believers from the coming wrath. (“Rescues” is a

participle with a definite article and is probably best understood as a timeless substantive, the
One saving or the Savior. “Wrath” here is best understood as God’s eternal wrath in
judgment against unrepentant sinners. Cf. John 3:36; Romans 5:9; Acts 17:31; Colossians
3:6.)

To wait for Jesus presupposes a desire to be with Jesus, a desire which has a promise (2 Tim 4:8)
and which affects your living today. Don’t rob yourself by failing to live in anticipation of Christ’s
return.
A living and active faith set the Thessalonian believers apart from the world around them, which God

used to impact people well beyond their own borders. Whatever your situation strive to serve God, trust
Him and anticipate the return of Jesus before whom believers will stand and who will set everything right.

Take the necessary steps to know Jesus better. Read about Him in the Gospels and all the Bible. A
focus on Jesus is life-changing. You will not need to try to grab people’s attention. God will use your
turning to Him to accomplish that.
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