The visible display of pure motives (1 Thessalonians 2:8-12)

Someone appeared to be disparaging the motives of Paul, Silas and Timothy in their missionary efforts among
the Thessalonians. Paul defended their motives as pure by pointing to, among other things, their visible behavior
among the Thessalonian believers. He pointed to three traits which marked their behavior and vindicated their
claims to pure motives. These are traits which will can reveal pure motives in you as well.

L. Sacrificial love (2:8-9)

1. Their actions revealed their heart.
a. They shared the gospel, at personal risk, to give a message the Thessalonians desperately needed.
b. They chose as well to share their very lives with the Thessalonians, by extending their work day to
include both preaching and physical labor to support themselves, even though they had a right to
material support. Cf. 1 Corinthians 9:6-15.

2. Their visible actions were motivated by an otherwise intangible love.
a. Their love expressed itself in a gentleness like a nursing mother (v 8a referring to v 7) and was likened
to the yearning of parents for a lost child.
b. Their love expressed itself like family relations (mother, father, brother), offering a new spiritual family
to those who may have encountered rejection in their families because of their new faith in Jesus.

Would people know by your actions that your motives in sharing the gospel were pure and good? Sacrificial
love marked the ministry of Paul, Silas and Timothy and vindicated their motives, as it should yours as well.

Il. Upright conduct (2:10)

1. The manner of their conduct is described with three adverbs which characterize it as being totally upright.
a. “Holy” or “devoutly” — their conduct toward the believers was right and pleasing to God.
b. “Righteous” or “justly” — their conduct conformed to God’s revealed standard of moral behavior.
c. “Blameless(ly)” — their conduct was absent of anything which could bring a charge against them.

2. The manner of their conduct could be witnessed to by both the Thessalonian believers and God.

Upright conduct does not require you to be perfect, but it does require humble honesty. It is visible behavior
that displays invisible motives and will establish them as pure.

III. Fatherly instruction (2:11-12)

Not only motherly care, but fatherly instruction was important for the Thessalonian believers. Paul
probably had Greek and Jewish culture in mind, in which fathers were expected to teach the law, give moral
instruction, and correct. Three characteristics are particularly noteworthy.

1. They addressed both the individual and the community of believers.
a. Individual instruction (“each one of you”) implies both a lack of favoritism and instruction that was
tailored to individual need.
b. Corporate instruction (“urging you [plural]”) implies a recognition of the many commands that are
directed to the body of believers.

2. They firmly challenged the believers.
a. “Encouraging” has a broad meaning of encourage, exhort, urge, appeal to, comfort, and even cheer up.
The expanse is highlighted in the next two words.
b. “Comforting” can mean persuade, but generally in the NT has the sense of comfort. In 5:14 Paul says
“encourage the fainthearted.” Such need gentle words to strengthen and console.
c. “Urging” has a note of authority and of the three words has the strongest sense of pushing action upon
another person.

3. They gave them a divine standard.
“To live lives worthy of God” blends together both the aim and content of their challenge to the
believers.
a. Balance scales picture the sense of “worthy” which we would express in “measure up to”.
b. Measure up to God who calls you into His kingdom and glory, i.e., to who your God is, to what He has
done for you and what He has planned for you. The God who rescued you in Christ, who has made the
believer a citizen of His kingdom, and who will glorify believers fully when they see Jesus face to face.

Paul, like a father, strove to move the Thessalonian believers to mature adulthood, dependence upon God and
not on him. He demonstrated their pure motives for them and showed that their work was not for selfish ends.

Paul preached and lived a life worthy of the God who had called him. As a result his visible behavior
vindicated his claim to pure motives. Similarly your behavior will make your hearts visible to those who are
watching you. Though only God knows your heart, people are watching your outward actions.

Parents assure their children of pure motives when they themselves live by God’s standards. Wives can
persuade even disobedient husbands by living godly lives, pure and fearing God. Husbands reveal pure hearts
when they love as Christ loved. Colleagues will have no basis for questioning your motives when you show
genuine concern.

Preach a life worthy of God who calls. Live what you preach, live that life worthy of the God who calls.
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