Living in God's will (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)

It is good for believers to ask about God’s will for their lives and it is important that they not overlook
clear statements of what His will is. Unlike many people’s desire to know about careers, marriage choices,
moves, etc., God presents instead important basics to experience being in His will. The believer must care
for an inner, continuing relationship with God that expresses itself in joy, prayer, and thankfulness.

I. The Character of God’s Will (5:18b)

A. God’s will is His desires for believers, not necessarily that which He will sovereignly cause to
happen.

B. God’s will is expressed therefore as commands to believers.

C. God’s will is centered in Jesus Christ, as the goal for what He wants to happen in us and as the
foundation for all which He wants believers to be, do, and receive. Cf. Romans 8:29; Ephesians
2:18; 3:12; Romans 8:34-39.

God’s desires for the believer are thoroughly intertwined with His purposes in Jesus Christ. Therefore,
the believer’s responsibility to care for the relationship to God through Jesus Christ is important.

II. The Commands of God’s Will (5:16-18a)
A. Always rejoice (5:16) — (See the previous sermon on 5:16.)

B. Continually pray (5:1 7)

1. “Continual prayer” is not praying every minute or babbling constantly the same phrase (cf.
Matthew 6:7).

2. “Continual prayer” is a response to an intimate relationship with God. It requires knowing
about Him, having a relationship with Him, and listening to Him in His Word, the Bible. We
pray not to hear God, but to answer God, having heard Him in His Word. Cf. Psalm 1, which
introduces a book on prayer with the call to meditate on God’s Word.

3. “Continued prayer” will take different forms throughout the day, week and life, just as in a
healthy human relationship. There will be moments of praise, submission, asking, confessing
sin, and spiritual conflict.

C. In all circumstances give thanks (5:18a)
1. The preposition “in” qualifies “everything” as the circumstances (as in the NIV) and does not
mean either every moment and especially not “for”” everything.
2. Giving thanks in all circumstances is possible because of the truth of Romans 8:28-29.
3. Itis important to give thanks to experience God’s peace (Phil 4:6-9) and to avoid moving away
from God (Romans 1:21).

If you are not thanking God in all circumstances, you are out of God’s will.

God’s desire for the believer is that the believer rejoice, pray, and give thanks — always, continually, in
all circumstances. This follows the pattern for healthy, intimate human relationships, like husband and
wife. The person who does not care about pleasing God does not have a good relationship with God, if
any at all. All believers need to grow and deepen the relationship, responding back to God in joy, prayer,
and thanksgiving.
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