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Hearts open for one another (2 Corinthians 6:11-13, 7:2-4)

Although we are dividing the passage by setting aside 6:14–7:1 for the moment, there is no disunity here.
There is certainly no physical evidence for disunity. Furthermore, it fits together logically when we understand that
the Corinthians could not have an open heart both for the servants of Satan and for the servants of God. Deceitful
workers (11:13-15) had driven a wedge between Paul and the Corinthians. Now Paul appeals to them to open their
hearts to him. In these verses there are four reasons which Paul gives the Corinthians why they should respond to
him and open their hearts to him. These are reasons which can guide us in our relations as well.

1. Paul’s  open communication (6:11)
Paul’s freedom of speech with the Corinthians refers both to the great context and the previous seven verses.

These are generally described as being unusually open.  The presence of intense emotion is indicated as well in the
use of their name in the text (cf. Galatians 3:1; Philippians 4:15). 

To encourage good relations work at open communication. This is a true in marriage as it is in the church. It
does not guarantee improved relations, but without it good relations are difficult. 

2. Paul’s own “enlarged” heart (6:11-12; 7:3-4)
“Enlarged” heart is a more literal translation of “opened wide”. It means to broaden something. A more precise

understanding of Paul’s use in seen in the phrases with which he describes this “enlarged” heart.
His enlarged heart is full of affection for the Corinthians (6:12). The term which is translated “affections”

actually refers to the inner organs of the thorax which was considered to be the seat of emotions. The word
translated “withholding” has the idea of narrowness and is the opposite of enlarging. Hence a contrast is made
between Paul’s enlarged heart and the narrowed affections of the Corinthians. The Corinthians were not being put
into a small corner of Paul’s affections. The problem in the relation lay not with Paul but with the Corinthians,
who were restrained in their own affections.

His enlarged heart is absent of condemnation (7:3-4). This probably refers both to his own pure relations (v 2)
and to the charge to maintain separated lives (6:14-7:1). An enlarged heart is broadened with good thoughts, and
not condemning thoughts.  Paul’s attitude comes out in verse 4, which was encouraged by the report from Titus
(cf. 7:5ff.). This was different than the response of the Corinthians.  Paul must plead in 7:2 “make room for us in
your hearts”.  They had opened themselves up to wrong thinking about Paul and that left no place for Paul in their
hearts.  A heart cannot be enlarged sufficiently to contain two opposing affections. You cannot love God and the
world. 

His enlarged heart has such a place for the Corinthians even unto dying together and living together (7:3).
The literal word order and structure is different than in the NIV: “you are in our hearts unto the dying together and
living together”. Paul is not saying living and dying for the Corinthians.  Paul is referring to a dying and living
which they shall share in common. The suggestion is probably correct that Paul is thinking of the common
experience of continued life after death for the believer. Cf. 3:1ff. There is a union in Christ as believers that so
cements our relationship together, that we even in death we will be reunited in life and continue living together. 

3. The properness of a fair exchange (6:12-13)
That Paul was unrestrained in his affections called for a “fair exchange” from the Corinthians. Although “my”

is not in the original, the NIV has caught the sense of what Paul probably means. Cf. 1 Corinthians 4:15. It is
appropriate, and a fair expectation, that the affections between parent and child be shared. This is normal, though
not always true.

Although most of us do not have this type of relationship with each other, i.e., spiritual parent to spiritual child,
the idea of a fair exchange emphasizes the importance of mutual effort. As much as each of us can, we should
work towards a right relationship with other believers. Cf. Romans 12:18. This type of relationship is also a pattern
for our attitudes toward one another, as a parent caring for a child in selfless love. Cf. 1 Thess 2:7. 

4. The purity in the relationship which Paul had pursued with them (7:2)
We do not know if Paul is responding here to actual accusations, or if he is offering himself as a contrast to

those false teachers who were influencing the Corinthians against him.  But in either case the main point is, Paul
was not guilty of wronging, corrupting or exploiting anyone. The purity of Paul’s relationship with the Corinthians
argued in favor of that fair exchange.

Like Paul if we wish to work at good relationships with people, we need to be pure in our relationships with
them.

Paul was distressed by the way in which the Corinthians appeared to have been turned away from him.  They
were closing their hearts toward him and he pleads with them to open their hearts wide, giving them good reasons
to do so. 

Bad relationships plague the church and broken relationships are common to most of us. The interaction
between Paul and the Corinthians gives us some help in what to do. Remember to take the initiative, communicate
well, guard against wrong affections, shun bad reports about others, love as we wish to be loved, maintain pure
relationships, etc. 


