The betrayal and arrest of Jesus: evidence of Hiduntary and purposeful death (John 18:1-11)

As John opens up his account of the betrayal, tearestrial of Jesus, he appears to emphasize,
through the details he has chosen to report, #satswent purposefully and voluntarily to His death
the cross. Jesus was not swept along by circunesdreyond His control. A plan had not failed. Niogh
was out of control. Jesus went purposefully anidntarily to His death on the cross.

I. Jesus’s knowledge of all that would happen confiridgs purposeful and voluntary death.
1. Jesus knew Judas’s intent, but never-the-less twenplace known by Judas (v 2).
2. John explicitly states that Jesus knew all thatldappen to Him (v 4).

Whether by supernatural revelation or by knowledigine Old Testament, Jesus knew what would
happen to Him. He accepted it and moved purpdgdtrward to it.

Il. Jesus’s care for His disciples confirms that He nealto the cross purposefully and voluntarily.

1. Jesus went to the guard and officials without wagitior them to come to Him.
By putting Himself physically to the front, He aadl attention to Himself and away from the
Eleven. Though He could have let Judas do his wbletrayal, He acted to separate Himself
from His men..

2. Jesus, by asking whom they sought, forced theessldnd officials to explicitly state that He was
their target and not the disciples.

Jesus did not need for His sake to ask whom thegtgolt was not knowledge that the
disciples needed. But it was important for the igies that the crowd remained focused on whom
they had come to arrest. Jesus preempted anygeakus attempt to take the disciples as well,
twice asking His question, whom they sought.

From the text itself it is difficult to determinkJdesus was claiming deity when He responded,
“l am,” thought He could rightly do so. Howeverjdtcertain that He was drawing attention to
Himself.

3. The physical response to His answer, “I am”, madehvious, that this was the One with whom
they had to deal.

When Jesus first answered, “I am,” the crowd dreekiand fell to the ground, a seemingly
unnatural and unexpected response from trainedessldHowever it was caused, it pointed to
Jesus as the key figure. After the second affironatinat it was Jesus they sought, He added, then
“let these men go.”

4. There is the explicit statement that this all waselto fulfil what He had said that He had lost
none whom the Father had given Him.
The whole interaction with the guards and officikss done to preserve the Eleven.

Jesus was heading to the cross as a substitutisaaryice. The essence of His work on earth was
to rescue His own by taking their place. It wazesentative of His entire work, that He should
protect those whom the Father had given Him. Jese® what He was doing and did so willingly
and purposefully. His care for His disciples camid all this. He was going to the cross for theerd
for all of us.

lll. Jesus’s rebuke to Peter confirms that He movedhe tross purposefully and voluntarily.

1. Jesus did not expect help in defense from Hisplesi
Jesus did not intend to resist arrest and therefeeeed no help.

2. Jesus explicitly stated that He must drink the prgpared for Him.

According to the other Gospels Jesus had praydasi€up might pass. The cup was His
coming suffering, a figure of God’s wrath upon also found in the Old Testament. Sin has to be
punished. God had determined before creation ligaBon would take on flesh, become a man, in
order to die as a sinless man in place of sinfappe Jesus was made sin for us and suffered
physical death and separation from the Fatherydgasin. This was the cup which He had to
drink. Jesus accepted it, purposefully and voluigtar

The betrayal, arrest and ultimate death of Jesusotde dismissed as the tragic consequences of a
failed revolutionary attempt. Jesus came to daoth the Father and died, purposefully and volulytar
He died as a perfect, sinless sacrifice for sin.

The penalty for rebellion against God is separafiiom God. Mankind’s rebelliousness is obvious.
But Jesus came to rescue us from sin by payingribe we cannot pay. Faith in Jesus alone and Wlat
has done is what God requires to be right with Hiis voluntary death is the basis for our rescamf
the penalty and power of sin.
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