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The first miraculous sign of Jesus (John 2:1-11)

This passage begins three days after Nathaniel has testified to Jesus.  They are now at a wedding in
Cana of Galilee, Nathaniel’s home town.

I. Jesus is approached by his mother (2:1-5).
1. The interaction between Jesus and Mary demonstrates that behind the circumstantial need,

something more significant is going on. Beyond the need which arose from running out of wine,
we are faced with the question, “why did Mary come to Jesus.”  

2. The motivation of Mary, though debated, might best be explained by those things she had
treasured in her heart since the birth of Jesus.  

Consider the things she knew from Gabriel (Luke 1:32-35), from Joseph (Matthew 1:20), from
Elizabeth (Luke 1:43), from her own knowledge of Scripture (Luke 1:54-55), from Zechariah
(Luk 1:70, 72-74, 76, 78-79), from the wise men (Matthew 2), from the shepherds (Luke 2:11),
from Simeon (Luke 2:30-34), and from the mouth of the boy Jesus (Luke 2:49).  “But Mary,”
Luke wrote, “treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19 NIV; cf. v.
51.)

3. The events of the past weeks, at the baptism of Jesus and then concerning John’s testimony, might
have triggered the expectation that Jesus would step forward publically as the Messiah.

4. The response of Jesus to his mother was a mild rebuke, stressing that He had to be about His
Father’s business.
a. “Woman”, though courteous in that day, was not a familiar form of address that a son would

use with his mother.  Jesus was distancing himself from his mother, making it clear that His
Father’s business now took priority.

b. The phrase, “Why do you involve me?” (NIV), is an idiom which expresses a lack of common
ground between two people in a certain issue.  It usually communicates a sense of rebuke.
“Ma’am, we are not on the same page.”  

c. The further explanation, “my hour has not yet come”, though perhaps vague to Mary and the
initial reader, would become a clear reference to the glorification of Jesus at the time of his
death, resurrection and exultation (cf. John 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1). 

Mary had her facts right, but put them together wrong with the wrong timing. Yet she did not lose
faith who the person and ability of Jesus, but instructed the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” 

II. Jesus provides wine miraculously (2:6-10).
Jesus told the servants to fill the six stone jars (70 to 110 liters each) that were nearby with water.

Then they were to draw water from these jars and take it to the master of the banquet.  At some point
the water had become wine, which the master of the banquet praised as the best wine.  Without
anyone but his disciples and the servant knowing what He was doing, Jesus had turned the water into
excellent wine.

This “work” of Jesus begins to reveal what the author of the Gospel had said about the Word in
the introduction, that He was Creator-God (1:3, 10). 

III. The inspired explanation (2:11)
1. Turning water into wine was a sign, pointing to a greater reality.

There are three commonly used terms in the NT: an act of power (“miracle”, not used in John),
a wonder (e.g., something that causes astonishment, used once in John), and “sign” (something
that points to a greater reality).  Turning water into wine pointed to the person of Jesus Christ, His
identity, that He was the Christ, the Son of God (cf. John 20:30-31).  Though we can learn other
things, e.g., about God, the primary point here is the testimony of this work to Jesus as the Christ,
the Son of God.

2. Turning water into wine was manifestation of his glory.
In the Prologue (1:14) John wrote that they had seen the glory of Jesus.  The works of Jesus

revealed some of His glory, because they revealed who He was. 
This does not contradict what He had told Mary because His full exultation would come later

and the works which He was doing manifested His glory to those who had eyes to see.
3. Turning water into wine encouraged his disciples to believe.  

It was a small audience and the focus of Jesus’ sign. 
Faith is ascribed to the disciples here although they had already confessed Jesus days earlier. 

Their faith would continue to grow and strengthen.  Faith is not simply there or not, but matures. 
As we get to know Jesus better and better, we learn to entrust ourselves to him more and more.

Everyday “signs”, whether traffic signs or signs of winter in nature, function like the signs which
Jesus worked.  They all point to a greater reality.  Turning water into wine pointed to the identity of Jesus. 
It calls upon us to accept Him for who He is, the Creator-God, the Word, who became flesh to die for us.


