Jesus and the Samaritan woman, part 2: reactionde&sons (John 4:27-42)

Jesus had been in Judea, but decided to leaveafde&and go through Samaria. While His disciplest
into town to purchase food, Jesus waited by Jacwblswhere a woman came to draw water. In Hisveosation
with her, Jesus reveals Himself to her as the edMessiah. This precipitates a chain of eventa fvhich we
can learn significant lessons.

I.  The events following Jesus’ encounter with the Saniten woman

1. Events precipitated by the arrival of the disegp{4:27-30): The disciples, when returning fréweirt food
purchase, are amazed that Jesus would be talkthgawroman. The woman leaves, though probably
intending to return, and reports to the town fddkat her encounter and invites them to come taJsses.
She tactfully suggests by way of a question thetidenight just be the Messiah.

2. Jesus’s interaction with the disciples (4:31-38)eanwhile at the well Jesus is telling His disegpthat He
already had food, by which He meant doing the @fiGod. He teaches them about a spiritual hafest
which they need to be aware, which in the contefdrred to the Samaritans.

3. The response in the Samaritan city of Sychai9¢43: The people of the town accept the testinafrthe
woman and come to Jesus, who stays with them twe alad teaches them further (cf. v 41-42). Many
believe and then confess Him to be Savior of thddvo

Il. Lessons from the events following Jesus’ encountgth the Samaritan woman

1. Lessons from the Samaritans

a. Aclear testimony is an excellent bridge to the gospel, though it is not the gospel itself. It is a significant
part of the narrative (vv 29, 39, 42) that Jesis tloe woman her background. Her experience with
Jesus created interest, but was not sufficienthi®em to come to the conclusion that Jesus is th®Sa
of the world.

b. Our goal should be to bring people to Jesus. Although the woman tactfully formulated her corsetins,
the intent was clear, they should come and seertars

c. God uses Hisword to change people (w 41-42). Cf. John 15:3; Ephesians 5:26; Romans 10:17f&ith
comes from hearing the message, and the messhgarsthrough the word of Christ” —NIV)

2. Lessons for the disciples

a. Disciples needed to get over their prejudice. Prejudice seems to have blinded them to the salrit
harvest around them that was ripe, since they hide told to open their eyes and look at the riglel$.

b. Disciples, like the Samaritan woman, needed to expand their thinking to include the spiritual and not
just the physical. They understandably was thinking of physical fdmat, Jesus was aware of more than
physical existence. He was aware of His purposbding on earth. He found nourishment and
strength in doing the will of God. He was readgée the spiritual harvest.

c. Disciples needed to understand principles of spiritual sowing and reaping. Some sowed and others
reaped. But others had already sown and the tisciiould now reap, without waiting for their own
labors to ripen. The disciples might have been abfeee the Samaritans coming from the village and
they might have been the ripened harvest to wheshisireferred.

3. Lessons about Jesus

a. Jesusisrevealed as possessing divine knowledge. He knew the woman’s background, impressing both
the woman and the people of the town. She condlitliit Jesus must be a prophet, just as Nicodemus
had concluded that Jesus must be a teacher fronb&dise of His miracles (3:2). The things which
Jesus said and did should point people to thetffiattlesus was from God.

b. Jesusisrevealed as the perfect man who does not live by bread alone. Jesus is demonstrated to be
human — tired, thirsty and hunger — but Jesus dindidsatisfaction and even nourishment from doing
the will of God. He lived out the truth, “Man doest live on bread alone, but on every word thames
from the mouth of God." As perfect sinless manditenot live by bread alone.

c. Jesusisrevealed aslight to the Gentiles. It was promised in the Old Testament, that thedih would
be a light to the world. When Jesus “had to goughoSamaria”, he showed that the good news was not
just to the Jews but for non-Jew as well. Whensglésld the woman_“yowill worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem” (Jot&1iX:he included the woman and all Samaritans who
would become true worshipers. True worship wasreldd beyond the Jews to the Gentiles. Then as the
very significant closing statement, the convictidrihe Samaritans is cited, “we know that this man
really is the Savior of the world Jesus is the Savior not just of the Jews, bth@world, a light to Jew
and to Gentile alike.

What will we do with Jesus? Most importantly eaehson needs to have accepted Him as the perfett Go
man, God come in the flesh, the promised MessiehSavior of the world.

Those who have thus become children of God shquddh their eyes to the spiritual dimension of lifet us
accept the task which Jesus gave His disciplespwoand reap as God gives opportunity. Let us denshe will
of God as more important than our daily bread. usetearn to be good witnesses to Jesus, testifgimdnat He is
doing and point others to Him. We need to caliith&come and see the One who has done such giegs tin
my life.”
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