The Christian and the Law, part 2: grace and truthrough Jesus (Exodus 20 Excursus; reading John 1:1-18)

The Apostle Paul stated definitively that we areuntder law but under grace. But we struggle ae$ito
know what that looks like. Starting with John 1(tather than Paul) there are helpful truths towartiderstanding
how we should relate to the law.

I. Jesus, the Word, is the perfect glorious incarnatiof God’s grace and truth.

1. This is stated in John 1:1-18he Word is God (v 1; cf. v 3-4). He becamelilés 14). His glory was
manifested (v 14; cf 2:11; 13:31). He was full adice and truth.

2. This alludes to God'’s revelation of Himself in EMe®4:6. (Consider the connection between the Exodus
account and John 1:14 and 18, i.e., His glory andeeing God.) God revealed Himself to Moses as
abounding in lovingkindness and truth, charactiesswhich John seems to summarize with “grace and
truth” and ascribe to Jesus, the Word who becaesh flTruth is found throughout the Gospel and
frequently in the letters of John. When “gracelimlerstood as “lovingkindness” and represented by
“love”, we see it frequently in John’s writings. @¢e are essential, eternal attributes of God fdbsessed
by Jesus.

3. This resulted in an advancement beyond the Ode.NIV's “one blessing after another” might othise
be translated by “grace in place of grace.” Thgumees understanding the law as possessing trutlyieace,
though in a limited fashion. Jesus brought graxkteuth in a way far beyond what was containethen
Law. Cf. Hebrews 1:1-3. Jesus is the truth aedrbarnation of God who is love. Hence, He fazeexds
that which was present in the law. Certain examjliestrate the change well: the sacrificial syste
ultimately fulfilled in Christ, ceremonial laws Imgj just the shadows of the substance who was Chndt
the freedom now to worship in spirit and in trutirestricted by location.

But these changes are for those today who havaitiyldecome united with Jesus Christ.

Il. The redemption provided by God in Jesus placeshibiever in Christ and the Spirit of Christ in the
believer.

1. This is explained in Galatians 3 and Romans, whieeecontrast to the law is also seen.

a. Abraham was blessed with justification by fai@al 3:6-9) and not by the law (vv 10-12). Christ
redeemed us so that that blessing and the Spighitmabme to us through Jesus Christ (v 14). Theyman
are blessed (vv 8, 14) though the promise camiectone Seed (v 16) because by faith they beconse son
of God (v 26), clothed with Christ (v 27), unitemyether in Christ (v 28), and belonging to (v 29).

b. Paul expresses a similar reasoning in Romangstha the believer is united with Christ and reefrom
sin in order to live to God (chapter 6) and thats#hbelonging to Christ have the Spirit (8:9),latkby
Him and have their minds set of what He desires.

2. This was foretold in the Old Testament in the peamimade about a new covendiite New Covenant
(Jeremiah 31:31-34) included God'’s promise to pistladv on their minds and write it on their hearls.
Ezekiel 36:34 God adds to that that He will put Brit in them. In the New Covenant there is aseetial
heart change, the law moves from something extéonsdmething internal, and the active agent iming
life is the Spirit of God in their hearts.

3. This change to the New Covenant was brought ifiezielhy the death of Jesus ChriBhe Old Covenant as
well as the New were brought into effect by shedditood, the latter being the blood of Jesus (€ot
11:25). Believers today benefit because they afghinst, the Seed of Abraham, receiving as welldifieof
the Spirit.

lll. Grace and truth are integrated into the new life tife believer.

1. This is true of truth because the Spirit is alsbezhthe Spirit of truth and Christ is the truth.

a. Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) and the SpitfitesSpirit of truth. The Spirit within the believgives
testimony to Jesus.

b. Believers are to live life according to the tr@thJohn 1.6, 8; 2:4) and have the truth in them.

c. Truth, which is greater than the law, drivesaibbbk beyond the surface of the law, as Jesuidite
Sermon on the Mount and with the rich young ruldre eternal righteousness of God has always been
the standard, even before the Mosaic Law was givethe Spirit of truth and the incarnate Truth we
have much more than the Law.

2. This integration of truth and grace into the beée€g life is true of grace because God is loBg.His Spirit
the God of love dwells in believers and enablemtt@love others (cf. 1 John 4:7). Furthermored’&o
grace, exercised and displayed in the death okJesgomes the believer’'s educator and discipinaio
avoid sin and draw near to God (Titus 2:11-142dEorinthians 5:14-15).

The child of God is not under law but under gr&@ece has a much authority as did law, but it rbesbne of
the other, under law or under grace. If we are &atildren, then God'’s grace will pursue us andetats go.
And that is good, but we must choose to solelytt@Ged.

We approach the Law then, as well as the rest ptace, with a consistent, Spirit-led hermeneufind we
approach it with a right attitude, i.e., as thos®wlready have a righteous relationship with Go@hrist. As in
a healthy, beautiful marriage we don’'t do goodebfgrgiveness; it has been granted in Christ. dd&t do good,
to get blessings; we have all blessings alrea@hinst. Though we live mindful of the judgment se&Christ,
our best attitude is one that desires to know Gatlbaing joy to Him according to His perfect wilh, full accord
with grace and truth.

May 24, 2015 © David Manduka



