"Real” Intercession (Exodus 32:7-35)

Prayer, as intercession, is to plead with God drali@f others. When Israel sinned against Godubyihg to
an idol, Moses interceded. His example reveals latiine intercession with God is like. Two cyabés
intercession occur, first after God tells Mosessodel’s corruption and second after Moses himsetounters
their sin.

I. First Cycle (32:7-14): real intercession is groundién a divine perspective.
A. God’s proclamation revealing His perspective towana (7—10)

1. Sin corrupts and deserves punishment. Therefdren we interceded because there has been sin, don’

contradict God, let sin be named as sin.

2. God is merciful and invites intercession. Whatesp's to be a command to leave God’s presence,
implied to Moses an invitation to intercede. Destiimn was not yet fixed; only Moses stood in theywa
God’s offer to Moses wasn't consistent with Hisypoels promises.

B. Moses' intercession reveals a complete God-centeresi(11-14).

1. Moses pleads on the basis of God’s redemptidsraél (11). It was God who had brought up Isragl o
of Egypt. His redemptive work is the basis of Hiwenant with them (Exodus 20:2). They are His
people.

2. Moses pleads on the basis of God’s reputatioa)(X2od would get a bad name in Egypt, if He
destroyed the people. God’s honor is important as&4 as it should be to us when we intercede for
others.

3. Moses pleads on the basis of God’'s mercy (12lthdt excusing the people or diminishing the
correctness of punishing them, Moses relies upatisuercy by asking Him to relent. Mercy is a basic
character quality of God (Exodus 34:6—7a) whichsiwveuld acknowledge when we pray.

4. Moses pleads on the basis of God’s covenant TI®)ugh God could have made Moses into a great
nation, it was not consistent with the implicatiaaslacob that God’s covenant would be fulfilled
through his sons. Intercede on the basis of Gamises.

God then “relents.” God changes His actions in otdeéemain unchangeable in His character. To be
consistent with His character of being just andamel; He responds to changed situations. He diddestroy
Nineveh, when they repented. He did not destr@elswhen Moses interceded.

When you intercede with God for others, come to Mimh His perspective. Your intercession must touch
both the person in need and God. Come humbly toaaddexalt Him.

Il. Second Cycle (32:15-35): real intercession comesifrthe heart of the intercessor.

A. Moses encounters personally Israel’s sin and ofiigercession (15-30).

1. Moses responded with anger, breaking the tabtetsdestroying the golden calf (19-20). Moses broke
the tablets symbolizing the broken covenant. Hérdgsd the idol, showing how vile and senseless was
their sin. He made them drink the water with th&dee probably confronting them symbolically with
their guilt. The depth of their sin moved Mosesitger and action.

2. Moses confronted Aaron (21-24). He did not ex@wsn his older brother and fellow leader but pliace
greater responsibility on him.

3. Moses responded with immediate action accordirthe command of thedrp (25-29). The pagan
partying had to stop and the Levites joined himhvaitresult that 3,000 were killed.

B. Moses intercedes again despite the gravity of thi@eiland reveals his character as an intercessorg5).

1. Moses’ character is revealed when he again plieadsrael (33). The greatness of their sin distar
him greatly but moved him that much more to intdece

2. Moses offers his life for theirs. This is the mpbable explanation of verse 32, since it fitdvthe
idea of making atonement (v 30) for their sin. Dok, like a king's register of those in his kinguo
was probably a figure of God’s register of therliyj either eternally, physically on earth, or irs Hi
earthly kingdom.

3. Moses is allowed to intercede, but not to at@wd alone deals with each sinner as He will. Bus&&o
was affirmed as Israel’s leader and thus approye@da for his intercession.

Moses’ intercession came from the heart and prasgetf to be genuine intercession.

God promised to raise up a prophet like Moses faomng the people (Deuteronomy 18:15). That promise
was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:22). Mosessshadowed Jesus, who is the perfect intercesdddbrews
7:25). Jesus intercedes as the God-man who livezhgh as a man, but who perfectly represents Goeed.

This is an encouragement for every believer.

But it is also an example, as we are called t@WIChrist and imitate Him (cf. 1 Thessalonians 1tgjercede
for others. Pray from the heart for them. Praylenliasis of God’s character and promises. It ianveaste of
time or simply an exercise for our own benefit. Giae intercession moves a just and merciful Goakctpeven
when the reason seems to be a mystery us.
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