God, asHe hasrevealed Himself Reading: Psalm 42

To know God and be known by Him is the greatestilege in the universecf. Jeremiah 9:23-24). ltis
something we should desire — to thiimt— above all else. Knowing God is a relatiopdthiat requires as well
knowing about God. We have the entire Bible toresbout God and hopefully this extremely brieftiighting
of some essential truths about God will stimulatkist to know Him better.

I.  God exists as a personal being.

God, as an eternal spirit (with personality), Heesd¢ombined capabilities of intellect, volition d@motion; he
is capable of self-conscious consideration, possas®ral sensibility and has the freedom to adtiwithe limits
of His own natureCf. John 4:24. A few examples may stimulate a thorstetle how relevant this truth is to daily
living.

1. Have you or others you know ever felt like sorimajlwas lacking in your life? Psalm 42 explains and

responds to that. Only a relationship with thenliyipersonal God can fill that emptiness. See Joh# dnd
7:37. Jesus offers water which will forever quegobr thirst.

2. Have you ever felt caught up in life, like a éo@ machine? God as a living, personal beingp@ea the
machinery of the universe and can do as He ple@éd3salm 135:5-6. The world is ndtiven by some
impersonal force, by chances of fate, but by agres living God.

3. God, as a personal, living being can know thinghiding us and our ways (Job 23:10). Somebatyws
me and all about me.

Do not let the surround culture reduce God to goersonal force. He is a personal, living being anly He

can satisfy our thirst.

Il. God exists as one God but three persons.

God is One (His unity) and He exists as three per¢blis tri-unity). The former means that Jehovsa®ne
and that He is the only God (Deuteronomy 6:4; 4J8#in 5:44). The tri-unity of God refers to théseance of
God as three distinct persons yet still just orseeee. Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” wtheeJews
understood as a claim to deity. (The word “onejrsmmatically a neuter gender implying the sameressbut
not the same person.) The Father, the Son anddlyeSpirit are all referred to in ways that spedklistinct
persons, in ways that support their equal deitg, raver in contradiction to the fact that theren/ one God.
The tri-unity of God is foundational to the Chrastifaith.

1. Orthodox Christianity claims that Jesus is thly @ray to God. The one-ness of God, His unity,murfs
this claim, because there can only be His grouadgpiktification and faith: He, the one and onlydio
establishes and reveals the way to come to Him.

2. On a more personal level, have you ever questitmegoodness of God? The greatness of His gssdne
can only be appreciated in light of His tri-unitthen Jesus gave His life as a ransom for many,davd
of Himself. The greatness of God’s goodness is se#dre immensity of His gift — If God the Fathexvg of
Himself, God the Son, than no greater gift couldjiven and it assures us that He will not withhefy
good from us (Romans 8:32).

3. Have you ever wondered what God is really lik&2 can see all that God is in Jesus Christ, byt onl
because of the tri-unity of Go@f. John 14:9.

4. There is a great practical duty arising fromttirenity of God. The greatest command to love @aith all
our being arises from the (tri-)unity of God (MdrR:29-30). Because the Lord our God is one, becaus
there is no other God and nothing like Him, weraggired to be fully devoted to him.

If you have ever wondered about purpose or diradtidife, here is the answer. Because there &s®od, a

God above all else, then He requires our completettbn. Whatever we do, do it whole heartedly uh®Lord.

lll. God exists as perfectly good and immeasurably great.

The majority of God’s characteristics or attribuées sometimes simply called attributes of greanes
including both moral and non-moral attributes. Tlea-moral greatness of God includes such quabisaseing all
powerful, all-knowing, everywhere present, sovgmeperfect, eternal, infinite, and unchangeabhe moral
greatness of God includes that He is holy, Hevs land He is true as well as His righteousnesthftiiness and
mercy. Here are examples of select attributes.

1. Psalm 139 reveals that God is omniscient, omnipresent, avdreign. He knows everything. There is no
where in the universe that is outside His presedeeordains our every day (v 16). This is a comfortis
children and should move us to open our heartdiagslto him (vv 23-24).

2. lsaiah 6:1-5 reveals that holiness is a foundational moraitatte of God. He is absolutely above all that is
earthly or created. He is separate from all thatasally impure. If there is a tendency to be selfitent or
focus on the sins of others, an appreciation ferbliness of God reveals our own extreme sinfslzesl
puts us on the level with all others.

3. Romans 12:1-2 calls us to complete dedication because of theie®enf God. His mercy endures forever
(Psalm 136) and is exceedingly great (Psalm 57T.mercy of God in saving us (Romans 1-11) should
motivation us to total dedication, a reason actafship.

To worship God we must come through Jesus Chioin($:23), who is the perfect representation of ,God
whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells. Jéstidl of grace and truth (John 1:14). His deatitloe cross
was also a display of both the holiness of God @®ing the penalty for sin) and His love (self-gaing to
make that payment). By trusting that God did tbrsus in Christ, we may receive as His gift etéfife in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Remembering this mercy of God wespnt ourselves as living sacrifices, our readersti of
worship to God.
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