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God and the Visible World Reading: Acts 17:16-34

Our view of the world and how we act will be affected by our understanding and acceptance of truths which
find their roots in Genesis. Though there are varying views on how to interpret the early chapters of Genesis, the
logical conclusions of those chapters which are found elsewhere in Scripture should affect a breadth of areas
including such things as social relationships, the role of government, church practices, and marriage.

I. God created a very good world in which the culminating act was the creation of man, male and female,
in His image.
Paul’s sermon to Greeks in Athens (Acts 17) reveal some basics about God and creation.
1. God made the world and everything in it, from which Paul infers that the Creator-God is the Lord of heaven

and earth. He commands repentance (v 30) and will judge the world (v 31). Here is probably a core issue
with people accepting a Creator-God, i.e., man will then be held responsible for his actions.

2. A further deduction is that God is outside or beyond His creation, needing nothing from man. Although God
expects us to be obedient, we should guard against thinking that God couldn’t function without us.

3. God created man in His image after His likeness (Genesis 1:26-27) which Paul expresses in Acts 17 as being
God’s offspring. (Cf. Genesis 5:1; 9:6; I Corinthians 11; James 3.) Man is like God in that man is a personal
being with a spirit and has moral character and sensibilities.
a. To Paul this meant idolatry was senseless. Things which are less than man are obviously less than the

true God in whose image man was made. 
b. James concludes that it is inconsistent to praise God but curse men who were made in God’s likeness

(James 3:9-10). We should treat people with due respect.
c. Being made in the image and likeness of God gives value to human life: making murder wrong (Genesis

9:5-6), lifting doing good to man above the Sabbath law (Matthew 12:12), and valuing a person above
the whole world (Luke 9:25).

4. God created man in His image and likeness, male and female. 
a. There can be no devaluing of one gender against another in creation. This does not disregard the

differences, but does lay a foundation for treating men and women alike spiritually. Cf. 1 Peter 3:7.
b. God having created man as male and female also responds to current debates regarding homosexuality

and heterosexuality by setting male-female as the divinely intended unit.
5. The creation of man was a culminating act of creation and it was all very good.

a. We conclude that this was a culminating act of creation for a number of reasons including the nature of
man, his dominion over the earth, the giving of the Sabbath, the focus in Genesis 2 and the plan of God
for salvation.

b. The very good character of creation means among other things that marriage itself is good and that work
is good.

II. Man, though created good and with no propensity to sin, chose to disobey and brought sin with its
consequences into the world.
1. The nature of sin:

a. Sin is described generally as a state of heart, a thought or motive, an act, or things omitted. Sin does not
have to be conscious in order to be sin.

b. Sin is primarily an offense against God (Psalm 51:4), but also against people (Matthew 6:14), and even
against oneself (Prov 6:32).

Other statements in Scripture help us understand the nature of sin, but do not constitute an adequate
definition in themselves, e.g., sin as selfishness, unbelief, or lawlessness (1 John 3:4). Sin is a personal
failure to conform to the moral character or desire of God. When we sin, we fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23). 

2. Select affects of sin upon man:
a. When Adam and Eve sinned, they died. God had so warned (Gen 2:17), the serpent had denied it, but it

was the sure result (Romans 5:12). Adam and Eve died spiritually as evidenced in their shame, guilt, loss
of fellowship with God and expulsion from the garden. Although spiritual death is probably the primary
sense, physical death cannot be excluded as it was part of the curse (Genesis 3:19) and victory over
physical death is part of the victory which Christ accomplished (1 Corinthians 15:53-57.)

b. Through Adam, sin and death passed to all men. Adam’s sin changed his basic nature from morally
innocent to sinful. Adam then fathered children in his own image, i.e., sinful (Genesis 5:3). Hence, we
are all by nature sinners, death in sin, and children of wrath (Ephesians 2:1-3). This contradicts much
popular wrong thinking that man is basically good. Even our children, as much as we love them and
think that they are wonderful, are basically sinners by nature.

c. All of creation suffered from Adam’s sin. The material creation was cursed because of Adam (Gen
3:17-18). This offers an explanation for the “physical evils” of this world. 

God created a very good world, but man, though created good in the very image and likeness of God, chose to
disobey and brought sin with its consequences into the world. Man has value and dignity because he was created in
the image and likeness of God, but man is also by nature a sinner. The ultimate need of every person is to have a
restored relationship to God through Jesus Christ.


