God and the Visible World Reading: Acts 17:16-34

Our view of the world and how we act will be afiedtby our understanding and acceptance of truthshwh
find their roots in Genesis. Though there are varyiiews on how to interpret the early chapter&enhesis, the
logical conclusions of those chapters which arefbelsewhere in Scripture should affect a breatitirens
including such things as social relationships,rtie of government, church practices, and marriage.

God created a very good world in which the culminating act wasthe creation of man, male and female,
in Hisimage.
Paul’s sermon to Greeks in Athens (Acts 17) reseale basics about God and creation.

1.

God made the world and everything in it, fromethiPaul infers that the Creator-God is the Loirtieaven
and earth. He commands repentance (v 30) andusidjg the world (v 31). Here is probably a coreassu
with people accepting a Creator-God, i.e., man théh be held responsible for his actions.

. A further deduction is that God is outside ordrey His creation, needing nothing from man. Altho@pd

expects us to be obedient, we should guard agaimging that God couldn’t function without us.

. God created man in His image after His liken&engsis 1:26-27) which Paul expresses in Acts bé g

God’s offspring. (Cf. Genesis 5:1; 9:6; | Corinthgall; James 3.) Man is like God in that man isragnal

being with a spirit and has moral character andibéities.

a. To Paul this meant idolatry was senseless. Thimgsh are less than man are obviously less than th
true God in whose image man was made.

b. James concludes that it is inconsistent to piamse but curse men who were made in God'’s likeness
(James 3:9-10). We should treat people with dugeicts

c. Being made in the image and likeness of God graéise to human life: making murder wrong (Genesis
9:5-6), lifting doing good to man above the Sabbath (Matthew 12:12), and valuing a person above
the whole world (Luke 9:25).

. God created man in His image and likeness, nraldemale.

a. There can be no devaluing of one gender agamesher in creation. This does not disregard the
differences, but does lay a foundation for treatimen and women alike spiritually. Cf. 1 Peter 3:7.

b. God having created man as male and female adpomes to current debates regarding homosexuality
and heterosexuality by setting male-female as ihiaaly intended unit.

. The creation of man was a culminating act of ttveaand it was all very good.

a. We conclude that this was a culminating act eétton for a number of reasons including the nabdire
man, his dominion over the earth, the giving of $adbath, the focus in Genesis 2 and the plan df Go
for salvation.

b. The very good character of creation means amtrey ¢hings that marriage itself is good and thatkw
is good.

Man, though created good and with no propensity to sin, chose to disobey and brought sin with its
consequencesinto theworld.

1.

2.

The nature of sin:

a. Sinis described generally as a state of he#ingught or motive, an act, or things omitted. &oes not
have to be conscious in order to be sin.

b. Sin is primarily an offense against God (Psalmhbut also against people (Matthew 6:14), arehev
against oneself (Prov 6:32).

Other statements in Scripture help us understamdakure of sin, but do not constitute an adequate

definition in themselves, e.g., sin as selfishnaabglief, or lawlessness (1 John 3:4). Sin israqgreal

failure to conform to the moral character or desir&od. When we sin, we fall short of the gloryGdd

(Romans 3:23).

Select affects of sin upon man:

a. When Adam and Eve sinned, they died. God hadasned (Gen 2:17), the serpent had denied it, but it
was the sure result (Romans 5:12). Adam and Exkgtigitually as evidenced in their shame, guidss
of fellowship with God and expulsion from the gardélthough spiritual death is probably the primary
sense, physical death cannot be excluded as ipara®f the curse (Genesis 3:19) and victory over
physical death is part of the victory which Chastomplished (1 Corinthians 15:53-57.)

b. Through Adam, sin and death passed to all mean?gisin changed his basic nature from morally
innocent to sinful. Adam then fathered childretis own image, i.e., sinful (Genesis 5:3). Hence, w
are all by nature sinners, death in sin, and olildif wrath (Ephesians 2:1-3). This contradictsimuc
popular wrong thinking that man is basically goBden our children, as much as we love them and
think that they are wonderful, are basically siisngy nature.

c. All of creation suffered from Adam’s sin. The maal creation was cursed because of Adam (Gen
3:17-18). This offers an explanation for the “plegsievils” of this world.

God created a very good world, but man, thoughtedegood in the very image and likeness of Godseho
disobey and brought sin with its consequencestir@avorld. Man has value and dignity because heonested in
the image and likeness of God, but man is alscabyra a sinner. The ultimate need of every person have a
restored relationship to God through Jesus Christ.

© 2011 David Manduka



