Last things for each to expect Reading: Luke 16:19-31

This first part on the Biblical teaching concerniifgst things” concerns what each person can iddiaily
expect rather than things in God’s program. Thdirgareminds us of the certainty of death and #ut that there
is life after death and punishment for some. Thisuéd motivate us all to pay attention to what Geg said about
the five events or stages of our future.

1. Physical death
a. The term “death” can refer Biblically to physiciath, spiritual death (a person’s separation fGad) or
the “second deathtf. Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8).
b. Physical death involves the separation of thetsppm the body leading ultimately to the dissbn of the
body. Various terms are used for dyin@f.(e.g., Gen 35:18, Luke 23:46, 2 Cor 5:1, Genesis 3:19.)
c. Physical death can be the expected future ofygenson until Christ returns (Hebrews. 9:27; Rosnari 2)
with the exception of those who belong to Chrighattime of His return.
Psalm 90:12 gives us an important lesson, thatnuenber our days aright, that we may gain a heart of
wisdom.” (See also James 4:14-15)

2. A conscious existence beyond the realm of theliving in heaven or Hades

a. Prior to the ascension of Jesus, the place adehd (Sheol in the O.T. and Hades in the N.T gived the
unsaved (in “lowest Sheol”) and the saved (in pasdr “Abraham’s bosom”). Neither death, “heltirn
the “grave” are equivalents though some translatmmfuse these terms. At death the ultimate desfin
the person has been determined.

b. After the ascension of Jesus every believer gmbs with Him, as was Stephen’s and Paul’s confide
(Acts 7:59-60; 2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:21-23), and theefaf tribulation martyrs (Rev 6:9-11).

c. The dead are also certainly conscious. Thisies ¢f the dead martyrs of Rev 6:9-11, Moses arjdtEbn
the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt. 17:3), and thelvriman and Abraham (Luke 16:19ff)..

d. From this place of the dead there is no commtioicavith the living €f. Luke 16:26-31, the righteous dead
and the evil dead cannot meet, nor are they pamuhitt return to the living). Trying to contact tthead is
clearly forbidden in the Bible (Deut. 18:10-11; La9:31). The activity of a medium or spiritistpagrs to
be attributed to having a demon, like the fortuelérig girl in Philippi (Acts 16:16-18).

Death without Christ should be feared, since itmsgarment but the believer in Christ need no loifigar

death (1 Cor 15:56-57; Rom 8:38; Phil 1:21-23). Ndge hope and do not need to fear for ourselvgsieve for
deceased brethren in the manner of those who lafiepe (1 Thess 4:13).

3. Theresurrection of the body

a. All mankind, both the righteous and unrighteauifi,one day be resurrected (Daniel 12:2; John 298
Acts 24:15), except for those who are living arahgformed at the return of Jesus.

b. Biblically the body is as an essential part ahdully human. Therefore when Jesus speaks dngjilfe,
it is both spiritual life (John 5:24-25) ampthysical life (John 5:28-29). Physical deathis last great
enemy. Paul argued strongly in 1 Corinthians B5 the resurrection of the body is an essentighieg.

c. The resurrection body of the righteous — the neaddi the resurrected body of the unrighteous tettain —
is like that of Jesus: it is a genuine physicalybcapable of eating and drinkingf.(John 2:19-21; Luke
24:36-43). But it will be a transformed body, asated with the old body but different (1 Cor 15:38).
Our new bodies, called spiritual bodies, will betigallarly adapted to living in the world in whigkod and
angels dwell though having flesh and bones.

Our future resurrection is the basis to stand fimd give ourselves fully to the work of the LordGar 15:58).

Every believer will stand again in a resurrectedyband receive the rewards for what he or she tas.d

4. Official final judgment
a. Final judgment will reveal the works of people avill reward accordinglydf. Rev 20:13; 1 Cor 3:13).
b. God has the sole authority to judge (Deut. 1Hé&br. 12:23) has committed that work to the SomhJo
5:22) as the Son of Mawf(John 5:27).
c. Christians will be judged according to their wirkven revealing motives, and rewarded accordiaigiiye
judgment seat of Christ (Romans 14:10-13; 2 Cdi051 Cor 3:13-15; 4:5).
d. The unsaved will appear at the great white thjopdgment (Revelation 20:11-15). Their works void
evaluated but their condemnation arises from thiesence from the Lamb’s book of life.
Though we thank and praise God for our salvatiodeisus Christ, we should remember to abide in Hah t
we not be ashamed at his coming.

5. Eternity, thefinal state, a conscious existence with God or in hell

a. The saved will live forever with God on a newtkeand in a new heaven (Rev 21:1-3).

b. The lost or unsaved will endure everlasting pumisnt in hell also pictured by Jesus as Gehenga [@att.
5:22, 29, 30; 10:28&f. Rev 19.:0; 20:10, 15). Their punishment will bere&d (Matt. 18:8; 25:41, 46; 2
Thes 1:9), as long as the salvation of the righedMatt 25:46). There also seems to be degrees of
punishmentdf. Matt. 11:20-24).

None should forget the sure events which everygmensust face. “Whoever believes in the Son hanater
life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see, lftr God's wrath remainsn him.” (John 3:36, NIV) Death is
followed by judgment (Heb 9:27). There is eittmntent or eternity with Jesus. Those who are ségdfeom
God should come to Jesus (Rev 22:17; John 6:3%)ondant life through His death and resurrect@tievers
should stand firm and continue to work fully foethord.
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