Many members and one Body (1 Corinthians 12:14-31a)

Having declared that all believers are placed bysCthrough the Spirit into the one Body of Chi{R:12-

13), Paul uses the metaphor of the Body to addihesabuse related to spiritual gifting in the Ctirian church.
This beautiful picture touches the wrong emphasatdrise from both individualistic and collectiies
cultures.

The body needs diversity to function normally (12:14-19). Paul states the principle in v 14 dreht
develops two thoughts that potentially reveal peatd in Corinth.

1. A“lesser” function does not remove a part from trady (vv 15-16)Two functional pairings in the
body, hand-foot and eye-ear, show by analogy hoxy en“inferiority” does not excuse a part from
functioning in the body. It implies a problem inr@ah that some viewed their gifting as “lessertan
hence in their minds unneeded.

2. Every function is needed for the body to be whsltduld be (vv 17-19Reducing the body to the more
spectacular function would create a monstrositghEsnd every function, exactly as God placed it, is
necessary for the body to be what He createdaéeto

It is obvious that every believer is hereby chajleshto consider and value their function in the yBofl
Christ. Less obvious is the challenge from Paulateal question: where would the body be? Belisver
should consider first their effects on the bodyobefasking what they can get from the body.

. Thebody isjoined as one even though it isdiverse (12:20-26). Although there is great diversity i th

body, that diversity exists by design within théty of one body. That unity creates interdependenc

1. A “greater” function does not remove dependencerute rest of the body (v 218.more complicated
and prized function in the body does not meanritaa independent from the rest of the body. Itliesp
that some in Corinth saw their role in the churstsaimportant that other gifting was not needed.

2. The “lesser” functions have critical compensatiow £2-24).

a. The weaker are indispensable. The referenceais tiotended function of a body part and hence
cannot refer to immature Christians. The weakresslly apparent and is probably the result of false
evaluation. In contrast to the apparent weaknbassetparts are actually indispensable.

b. The less honorable are treated with special handithe unpresentable are treated with special
modesty. The word translated “treat” means litgradlwrap around and is also used of putting a robe
on someone. Hence, the reference is probably thiotpand the way we clothe those parts of the
body which we feel should not be shown (preserdesthiers) or that in our minds need help in
looking better. Similarly God honors those in tp&itual Body of Christ, whose humble place would
not normally draw praise.

3. Interdependence avoids division and causes mubtradern (v 25-26)The perfect blending (the sense of
“combine” in v 24) of all the parts results in b#ing affected by what happens to one part. ltod'&
intent that by this believers have a mutual conéermne another and not be divided.

The church asthe Body of Christ hasthe same divinely appointed diversity in unity (12:27-31a). Paul
moves completely from the metaphor to applicatiod a correction of the misunderstanding and abfise o
spiritual gifting.
1. Each and every believer relates to the othersmdy whose existence is in Christ (v Zach and
every believer is like the member of a body. Batt thody is not just a group of believers. Its very
existence, life, purpose and individual charactiessare defined by Jesus Christ. What is absglutee
of the universal church (all and only true believgince Pentecost) is true of the local churcheo t
extent that it contains true believers.

2. The assignment of function is by divine appointrfe@8).This is a recurring theme showing its

importance ¢f. vv 11, 18, 24).

a. The first three in the list are enumerated wiiehothers are not. They are also people, while the
others are the gifts (literally, “then miraclesgthgifts of healings, helps, administrations, kinfls
tongues). This may mark them as the greater gifl) since by having the ministry of the word as
their primary emphasis they contribute the mosh#ospiritual growth of the Body.

b. The exact meanings of “helps” and “administraticare unknown, i.e., what manner of helping and
what kind of direction or steering (the literal mesg of “administrations”) is meant. Significantly,
tongues, which the Corinthians so honored, is last.

3. Diversity is maintained though a greater contrilmutican be desired (v 29-31a).
a. The rhetorical questions expect “no” for an arrsWe one gift is possessed by all and therefore
cannot be elevated above the others. Each perguis tiee others for what they do not have.
b. The Corinthians apparently were majoring on tleomgifts (e.g., tongues) and were encouraged to
desire instead those gifts which would work moreudding up the church. Although the distribution
of gifts is a sovereign choice, God may respora@t@arnest desire.

Our diversity as believers was intended by Godritogous together as we understand our dependerme up

one another. We need one another to become whshevgd be individually and to function as we should
corporately. None should feel unimportant nor cdesothers unimportant. As members of a body, wellsh

be more concerned about our function together Wizt we can get from others. Proper attitudes atidres
reveal Christ and bring Him glory.
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