Preaching the Gospel — free of charge (2 Corinthians 11:7-15)

Paul’'s opponents were attempting to devalue bott &a his message on the basis of his financadtjmes. When Paul
was first presenting the gospel to people andistpst new church, he never accepted any financiadagerial support from
them. This practice ran counter to popular Greaikihg in which philosophers and sophists soldrth@isdom”, if it was
considered of any value. Paul's opponents corregipgly claimed that Paul’s failure to take supgodicated a valueless
message or incompetent messenger.

Paul, however, did not want to appear as if heghrea for financial gain. Even though he taught ®adl intended for a
man to live from his labors, he personally chosetoaise this right. Five explicit statements iis thassage explain Paul's
reason for accepting no material support from tharthians. They will give us a better understagddf Paul’s motivation
and a better understanding of what should be motyas.

1. Paul accepted no material support from the Corinthian believersto elevate them (v 7).

a. Paul elevated the Corinthian believers in thahbeght of them more highly than of himself byamking the gospel
free of charge. Because Paul preached the gosgéha Corinthians believed, they also were elevhieGod to
heavenly places. By being in Christ they are setitex with Christ (Ephesians 2:6).

b. Paul asked the Corinthians if this effort to eéxaém was sin. Logically, it would not be sin wh8od had done so
much to extend good news to men. Scripturally, deswl then Paul taught that we should think magkliof others
than of ourselves. It is not sinful to humble olwvse in order to elevate others.

We can evaluate our own actions by asking whomeeé& t0 elevate. Is it God, others or myself? Thktrinotivation will

be revealed, when we are thinking more highly beot than ourselves.

2. Paul accepted no material support from the Corinthian believersto servethem (v 8).

a. Paul uses the normal work here for “service”,(frministry”, cf. “deacon”). The sense of the wdrdre is doing or
providing that which is needed by another. The @brans had needed a clear presentation of theeyagych Paul
had done without any motivation to get money.

b. Paul's description of how he was able to do ¢mmphasizes by hyperbole how important he underdtisdervice to
be. Paul “pillaged” (i.e., “robbed”) other churchieorder to get his “ration-money” (i.e., “wages'Paul was
exaggerating his terms since we know that the \eigein Macedonia had sent a gift and not beenedb. But they
had not directly benefitted from his ministry. T@erinthians were benefitted, but not at their owstc

When our first priority is getting non-Christiarssdttend church, we may wrongly mis-communicatesird to have them

serve us or our programs. We serve non-Christiassliy first sharing the gospel with them ... foéeharge.

3. Paul accepted no material support from the Corinthian believersto avoid burdening them (v 9).

a. The two different terms which are used for buitigseem to imply a burdening that keeps a penson floing
something elsec{. Mk 14:40;1 Tim 5:16). Paul does not wish to divfarids from other things to his personal support.
He can freely encourage them to give generoudliygompoverished believers in Jerusalem and heaceept funds
from Macedonia when it is their contribution to gritual battle to win Corinthians to Christ.

b. Features here also add emphasis to the importenpkaced upon his no-support policy. He did metkshelp even
when in need. He saw God’s provision in the gifnirMacedonia. In everythirige kept himself from being a burden
and would _continuéo do so.

Businessmen know that an investment is a losslibéis not gain more that could have been made tipgthe money
into a bank account. As Christians we need to aigilevaluate the investment of our resources. nvdg not be burdening
others, but are we keeping ourselves from investingore important areas? E.g., we may not useimerto do evil, but do
we invest our time in things with eternal value.

4. Paul accepted no material support from the Corinthian believersto love them (vv 10-11).

a. Itis possible that Paul's opponents had actwailsted his refusal to take support as a sigmeéless detachment. But
the Corinthian believers should have known thadbkied them.

b. Paul's emphasis should probably be understod@itestruth of Christ is in me (when | say) that ihyasting with not
be stopped.” Paul's commitment to preach the goasiped charge was a visible manifestation of thathvhe had
received. He had received freely, he would giveljre

As an international church with many transient geape must continually choose to invest in peopieitsially because

we love them and not because of what they mightritarte to us. Although the Corinthians didn't leawaul left the
Corinthians. He knevirom the start that there would be a time for safian. If we despair at the revolving door thrbug
which so many come and go, let us renew our lov@dople and serve out of love.

5. Paul accepted no material support from the Corinthian believer sto open their eyesto thetrue nature of his

opponents (vv 12-15).

a. This is an implication from the direct statementerse 12. Paul probably has in mind the disathgenwhich his
opponents knew they endured because they accepteglyrand Paul did not. They wanted Paul to accapnpnt to
place them on equal grounds. But Paul was detedmkeep that opportunity from happening.

b. To Paul it was important that the Corinthianstbeetrue nature of his opponents. They were ra#tllelders who
deserved financial support but outsiders claimuti@rity which they did not have. They were falpestles and
deceitful workmen who claiming a commissioning bdyi€t which they did not have and who preached ssage that
was false. They were men who received their tegciom their master, Satan, and who claimed toasgmt
righteousness. (They probably taught a righteowssbhe&eeping the law, which cannot happen.) Theywsen who
would be judged lacking by the very law they tauaid would get the condemnation they deserved.

Like Paul we must realize that how we live will td@mpared with how others live. Our lives should destrate the truth.

As a church, too, we should pass any test of measnt with the truth. We need to continue to prebetgospel free of
charge, without motive of material gain, withoutlady anything extra to that message.

Jesus Christ died for our sins according to thé@p&mes and was raised again the third day accgrithe Scriptures.
That is the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). Thisus primary message to those around us. As we #ngeChristmas season,
let us pray for opportunities to speak of Jesusthadeason of his birth. Pray for boldness t@k@nd a clear message.
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