Understanding and Living under the New Covenant (2 Corinthians 3:6 Excursis)

It is important for the Christian to understand heow/are to live under the New Covenant and whatetetion
is to the Covenant to Abraham and the Mosaic Cavierfdne consequences are significant. To wrondiyupon
the law, puts one’s very salvation is at stak&dfneglect the law as part of the Word of God, ves miss seeing
Jesus Christ and may not fully understand the leddBiod. But a proper understanding puts us ompéte of
understanding the mind of Christ and living out wik of Christ both by His Spirit.

1. Definitions
A covenant is an agreement between two or morgegaithe covenants of God are His unilateral premia
which the other party may or may not have cond#titmfulfil. The NT likens the covenant to a LasilMind
Testament. In the OT they were similar to a cerie of treaty.

2. The Abrahamic Covenant
a. God made certain promises to Abraham which He tinfirmed directly with Isaac and then with Jaco

b.

This covenant to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob bedasmguiarantee of ultimate blessing to Israel.

There are three major elemerds.(Gen. 28:13-14). God promised (1) to give the lanthe descendants of
Abraham as an everlasting possession, swearing dipoself alone (Gen. 15:7-21), (2) to greatly nlii

his descendants, and (3) to bless all peoples ron #mough Abraham.

. God gave to Abraham circumcision a sign of Higec@ant with him. This separated Jew from Gentile

(cf. Ephesians 2:12) and became figurative for the d¢immdof the heart, i.e., circumcised of heart.

. God’s promise of blessing to all people throuddraham and his offspring is important for underdiag

our life as Christians under the New Covenadt. Galatians 3.) God’s blessings were given accorthng
promise and not simply physical descent. Havirtdp fiike Abraham is essential. Furthermore, the one
Offspring (or, literally, Seed) through whom allgpées will be blessed is Jesus Christ. Those waoepl
their faith in Jesus and what He has done, areeglacChrist by God, and are blessed as the hkirs o
Abraham. Faith is essential in our relationshitm €f. Hebrews 11).

3. The Mosaic Covenant
a. The Mosaic Covenant or the “Old Covenant” waggilly God through His servant Moses to the pedple o

b.

Israel and was added onto without annulling theegdawt to Abraham (Galatians 3:17-18).

Certain major elements are summarized in Exo@us-@. (1) The Lord promised that Israel would bhs H
treasured possession, a kingdom of priests antyanhtion. (2) The people were required to obey, a
response out of love to lovef(Deut. 6:5). (3) The way of life in which to expreks whole-hearted love
was detailed in the law which God gives to thedbtas, Ten Commandments (or the “Two Tablets ef th
Testimony”) and the Book of the Covenant, compasfadoral, civil, and ceremonial regulations.

. As a sign of this covenant they were to obsdmed brd’s Sabbaths (Exodus 31:12-18; see also2&v.
. The weakness of the law helps us understandfewad Christians under the New Covenant. It didhadp a

person live by the standard which it gave, noridpfovide forgiveness when one failed. The lawldawot
change their hearts and cannot change ours. Ihatsand is not a solution for our basic spiritue¢ds.

4. The New Covenant
a. The New Covenant was promised in Jeremiah 31t81ffe nation of Israel for the time when the Maiss

b.

would come and rule.

There are three important elements: (1) The sawritten on the heart implying a lack of dependemgon
an external law and an internal ability to undardtthe law ¢f. 1 Cor. 2:11-16). (2) There is personal
intimate knowledge of God by all those with whora tovenant is made. (3) There is forgiveness of sin

. These provisions of the New Covenant requiredetbimg totally new: a sacrifice that was adequatzlke

away sin, a righteous standing that allowed felluiwsvith God, and a changed heart. It was the diatth
resurrection) of Jesus Christ that made these ghpogsible. His blood, the blood of the covenamas for
the forgiveness of sircf, Matthew 26:26-28). Those who believe become childifeGod, receive the Spirit
of God, and have their hearts changedEzekiel 36:26-27).

5. The Church and the New Covenant

Though the New Covenant was promised to Israeh Bantile and Jewish believers today benefit withou

being under the Mosaic law.

a.
b.

C.

God temporally took Israel out of the place ebfaor privilege when they rejected their MessiRorfians
11). Never-the-less there are those among Isrdaltelho have received Jesus as Christ, their Lord.

At some point in the future Israel will be restdras a nation and God will do a work in their kearhe

New Covenant will be fulfilled in its entirety didt time.

In the meantime God has created something netwitoth Jew and Gentile God has created one namw m
(Ephesians 2:11-22), the Body of Christ. By faithChrist believers today are placed in Christ,Gimne
Offspring of Abraham (Galatians 3:25-29), and reed¢he blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant, as the
circumcised of heart.

. Believers today are neither under the bondaglesofiosaic Covenant nor have they a freedom tolgedu

themselvesdf. Galatians 5:1, 13). We are to keep in step withSpieit who dwells within us. As we look at
the Word of God we are guided by the Spirit of Gmdnderstand the heart of God.

By being in Christ, the Offspring of Abraham, wenbét now from the New Covenant, having new heand
a personal knowledge of God. A proper life growsiradly out of a heart in tune with God (and His Mo
Christianity is not a religious form we chooseaarultural option, or a family tradition, but a waf God in
which our very hearts are transformed.
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