Consequences of Christ’s resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20-28)

Paul deals with the topic of the resurrection tigtwaut chapter 15 and especially addresses the glaaibed in
Corinth if believers would truly be raised physlgdiom the dead. If there were no resurrectioeréwould be
significant consequences (vv 12-19). But Christlheen raised from the dead (v 20), and that hasoesequences.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ gives us reasondijpe and an anticipation of a positive futurgadbple were
to live today in a manner consistent with theindfslor lack of them, then they should really de@sp&hey have no
reason for a positive hope for the future. Buti§ihras been raised and there are positive consegs®f that for
us, two of which are developed here.

I. Arisen Christ guarantees our own resurrection.

1. Paul expresses this guarantee figuratively bjngaChrist “the first fruits of those who are a8 (15:20).

a. “Firstfruits” is a term that comes from Old Tewtmnt ritual practices. The first fruits that appeach
agricultural season, whether grain, olives, grapeshatever, were to be brought as an offerinGad.
Wheat, however, was a special “firstfruits”. Whae first wheat was harvested, they were to brinfeo
temple a sheaf of the wheat and the priest woulgkvitebefore the Lord. Fifty days later they wese
bring two loaves of bread made with yeast as aioffethe “bread of the firstfruits”, on the day weow
as Pentecost. This was a reminder of God haviriidjddl his promisesdf. Deut. 26:1-11) and an
anticipation of all that God was going to give lire ttoming harvestf. Exodus 23 & 34). When Paul calls
the resurrected Christ, the firstfruits, it is Iear anticipation of many more to come and a remsimd
that which God has promised, the resurrectionlofab belong to Him.

b. A second figurative expression contributes te thiarantee of our own resurrection. Paul cafisiéad,
“those who have fallen asleep.” Death is percelwehany people today as the end of life as we kitow
either an absolute end or the start of a continigaterial existence. But by calling the dead &havho
have fallen asleep”, Paul alludes to the fact thait person in their body will awake. The Biblediees the
eternal existence of the spirit atitk resurrection of the body.

Jesus Christ as the “firstfruits of those who himlien asleep” is the promise and pattern for oture life.

As He was raised in His body, so also will all wdre in Christ be raised in body. His was the first

resurrection, but it will not be the last. His lietpromise of many more to come.

2. Paul explains the guarantee of resurrection #lgias well (15:21-22).

a. In general, if death came by man, so also resiisremust come by man. Death was the penalty upeam
for man’s sin. Resurrection can only result wheat tfenalty has been cared for by man.

b. Specifically, one man brought death and one maunght life. Death came by Adam because he sinned.
When Adam sinned, his nature was changed to onenaisan rebellion against God. All of Adam’s
descendants inherit Adam’s rebellious nature aodrithe same penalty: death. On the other hand life
came by Christ. God took on flesh and became awitiiout sharing in Adam’s sinful nature. Having no
sin Himself, He could pay the penalty of sin fonexs and so He brought life. All those who placsrth
trust in Christ are said to be in Christ and reeeipiritual life from Christ. The spiritual sepaoatfrom
God has been removed and physical death will elibaeversed or, if the believer is alive when desu
comes, physical death will be prevented.

c. Chronologically, however, there is a delay. Thevhst feast, the feast of ingathering, does natrogntil
the end of the harvest season. Figuratively, tleaedelay from the firstfruits until the final hast. So
also in the resurrection there is an order andayde

Il. A risen Christ will bring all things into their prper place of subjection to God.

1. Christ will deliver the kingdom to God.

a. This presumes that Christ will reigef.(v 25) which was prophesied in the OT, anticipatgdhe
disciples, and explained further in Revelation.sTit@quired His resurrection, fulfills the purpo$eman
to have dominion over the earttf.(Psalm 8:6), and fulfills the purpose of the Mess@lule €f. Psalm
110). His reign “with a rod of iron” refers to tlsebjection of all under Him.

Delivering the kingdom to God the Father alsatbrthe reign of Christ to all outside of God (W27
Finally, delivering the kingdom to God terminatiesa sense, the rule of Christ in His mediatonide.
(Until the end God has chosen to rule man througtediator. Jesus Christ is that perfect mediatdrellV
the end comes, God will change His relationshigaieed mankind. See Revelation 21:3. God will live
among men. Christ will rule but as part of diraderof the Godhead.)

2. Christ must abolish all other rule or authorityggower.

a. The defeat of all enemies includes all temparia, re.g., human governments, etc., and all spiritu
authorities, e.g., Satan, demons, etc. Revelation.

b. The last enemy needing to be abolished is daatbnemy which fights against the very design a &o
creation. God intended man to have fellowship Wiim. God created man as spirit amolly. Death is
the destroyer of both. But death will be conquetidt last enemy, the greatest enemy, will be afvetis
by Christ.

All of this serves one great purpose. That God beagll in all. God will be brought back to the gl point of
everything and all will be in submission to Him. i@l receive all the glory which He deserves.

Things are not moving toward greater chaos, botder. It is not that things naturally are becagmmore
ordered, as the world might wish. Christ is movétighings toward their proper subjection to God.

Why is there a delay? Because God is gracioussagiging time to repent.
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