When you come together ... (1 Corinthians 14:26-40)

Our perception of what a church gathering shoulstrongly colored by our personal experience and
traditions. It is colored by our culture. We seldohallenge such presuppositions as we sometimestoe.
Paul begins and concludes this section with gemestluctions concerning local church gatheringssivbf
verse 27-35/39 deal with special application taytes and prophecy. problem issues in the Corinithianch.

I.  Instruction for orderly gathering (14:26)
Verse 26 introduces a conclusion and logical appba to the previous explanations. Paul’s parécul
concern here is for the manner in which they gathgether.

1. Believers came to give, not just receive. EagBqrewas expected to be able to participate. Hileats
the diversity which Paul developed in chapter 1@ ianeflects the responsibility of each believer t
participate in the body.

This is different from many of our traditions amdrh the formality and audience orientation which
we find in many churches today. Even our vocabulany., auditorium, reinforces non-participation.
Whenever we come together, we should be as muatecoed about what we give to others as about
what we receive.

2. Second, all participation was to be done to sy build up the church. The activities in thetlgering
of the church should focus on making believers ntigeeJesus Christ.

Early church gatherings were primarily concernedutlbelievers, not unbelievers. This is differdran
the growing emphasis of the last 20 or 30 yearsatMle call “church” is the gathering of believetsinvolves
the participation of believers for the building afpbelievers.

Il. An application to tongues and prophecy (14:27-35)

1. The proper practice of tongues in the assemivlydd the number to two or three, one at a timd, an

only with interpretation (vv 27-28).

2. The proper practice of prophecy in the assenibly meant that participation was regulated (29a, 30
33a) and it required appropriate evaluation (vv, Z8b-35).

a. The number of prophets speaking was limited todnthree, even though Paul had encouraged them
to seek the gift of prophecy. It was not to shotwomie’s own person but was to build up believers in
an orderly gathering.

b. The prophets were to speak only one at a tinreleiness represented God’s character and fostered
learning and encouragement.

c. The prophets were to give priority to currentelaton (v 30).

d. There was to be appropriate evaluation. “Thersthere probably other prophets who were to discern
the meaning and/or application of what was s&il. NIt 16:3; Acts 11:12; 1 Cor 6:5 for the use of
“weigh carefully...”) Prophecy was not always clézr Num. 12:6-8) and needed to be considered
carefully, like what gifted teachers do with thdtten Word of God.

e. Women were excluded from the evaluating proces83b-35).

Many explanations for this text are inadequate ynopinion. There is no manuscript evidence
that would exclude these verses nor adequate reagace these verses elsewhere. Ch. 11 appears
best understood as addressing a public contexnaingiven by concession, which means that 14:34
should be understand as limited by the contexttop@r understanding of inspiration rules out
accommodation to Jewish prejudice against womens Het responding to a strictly local situation
since he rests his answer on the law. Neither earetrefuting (v 36) and quote (vv 34-35), sinee th
verses do not have the character of a quote arse B& reinforces rather than contradicts.

Within the context Paul is discussing prophesying a verse 29 refers to the evaluation of
prophecy. It is probably from this evaluation prss that the women are excluded. (For the “Law”
see Genesis 2:20-24, 11:8-9; 1 Tim. 2:13 where should not teach or psgurthority over a man.)

This teaching might not be readily accepted or avith embarrassment, since it is not politically or
culturally acceptable in some places. But this dggsear to be the NT teaching. Remember 1) thatdgtides
for us what is right and not our human culture, 2pthat what God requires of us is for our good.

Il. Final exhortations (14:36-40) Paul apparently anticipated a negative reactidrid teaching.

1. The Corinthians were to submit to Paul’s insfiarcas to the Lord. Those who were truly led by the
Spirit and through whom the Spirit of God spoke ldaagree with Paul had written. Rejection of these
instructions revealed a heart without the SpiriGold. Such people would be denied by the Lordén th
last day.

2. The (ifts of the Spirit had their place and tlogifthians should accept that.

3. In all they were to act in a fitting (appropriatein accord with correct teaching) and orderghian.

All things are to be done for the edifying of thedy and everything should be done in a fitting argkrly
manner. This is contrary to the world philosophyelf which the church has embraced. Church ishotit
what | can get or how | can express myself.

Perhaps the most popular expression of wrong thgnig one small, but revealing sentence: “| digjet
anything out of the service.” That might be trigut | need to ask, “what did | give to the gathgfirHow did |
build someone else up? We need to think correaillyc@me prepared to share something to build ugreth
spiritually. We need to prepare ourselves spiriyual participate together.
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